Never walk on the lawn
surface when it is frosty as the
grass will be damaged or killed
and when the surface is soft or
wet this can lead to compaction
and thereby root damage.

Have your mower
serviced early to avoid the rush.

Spike badly drained

lawns using a fork or aerator and
brush in a mixture of sand and
peat or peat substitute. Mossy
lawns can be treated with
granular or liquid moss killer.
Rake or scarify the lawn to
remove the moss once it has
died (it should turn black).

Feed with a lawn fertiliser
or a combined fertisliser/weed-
killer. Do not apply a selective
lawn weedkiller until two to three
weeks after feeding. Mow estah-
lished lawns with blades of the
mower set not too low at first. On
lawns where moss or weeds have
been removed, cut grass as low as
possible, rake the soil surface and
then sow a good quality grass
seed at 50g per sq m and rake in.
The new grass will fill in the gaps,
preventing further weed or moss
growth and generally improving
the appearance of the lawn.

Mow at least once a week.
Continue to spike and feed if
not already done in April.

It may be necessary to
mow at least once a week.
Further applications of a selective
weedkiller may be required to kill
persistent weeds such as clover.

Continue to mow but not
too low in very dry conditions.
Water in dry spells unless there
is a water shortage. For small
weeds use a spot lawn weedkiller
or remove physically with a
daisy grubber.

Mow as required and
do not allow to dry out.

Apply autumn
lawn fertiliser. Re-sow worn
patches and start to raise the
mower blades when mowing.
Apply a selective weedkiller
if necessary. Repeat moss
treatment; remove dead (black)
moss by raking or scarifying
and re-sow in April.

In mild weather
the lawn may still required
regular mowing.

Sweep up any leaves
as they fall as they may kill the
grass if left. Make final mowing
early in the month if required.

Clean your mower,
lubricate moving parts and
lightly cover with oil any parts
that may rust. Mark the mower
with your post code and lock
it away in a shed or garage.
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A large expanse of lawn can create a wonderful feeling of space in any
garden. It blends perfectly with your colourful beds and provides space
for your family and friends to play and relax. Once sown or laid properly,
lawns need only watering and mowing during the summer.

If you already have a lawn in your garden, go to the section
on Looking after your lawn. If you need to lay a new lawn,
follow our advice below.

The best time to create a new
lawn is in spring or early autumn.
Measure the area before buying
seeds or turf and remember

to subtract borders and paths.
Correct soil preparation is
important for long-term success.
Prepare a few weeks in advance
of sowing or turfing by eliminat-
ing any weeds, rubbish and large
stones. Dig or rotovate and level
the top 15-25cm, trying not to
bring the subsoil to the top. If the
soil is wet, clay or liable to water

logging, drainage may be needed.

Decide precisely the area you
want and mark it out. It is better
to prepare an area 15-25cm larg-
er than required to enable the
grass or turf to be cut to a firm
edge when fully established.

Dig the area over. Remove all
weeds, including any with deep
roots, and all large stones.

Kill off any old grass and weeds
using a general weedkiller.
Sprinkle a balanced fertiliser
over the area such as bonemeal.
If possible, dig in compost or
well-rotted manure and leave the
ground to settle for a fortnight.
Rake over the ground to make it
as level as possible.

Tread the ground flat by moving
across the area in a waddling
motion keeping your heels
together. Get everyone to join

in and the job’s done in no time!
Alternatively use a roller on
large areas if the ground is dry.

Newly-planted lawns
need plenty of water. A garden
hose is essential but a spinning
sprinkler that spreads water over
a rectangular area makes life easy.
Lawn irrigation will cost more if
your water is metered.

It’s better to water thoroughly
from time to time rather than
little and often.
Avoid watering in the heat of
the day or during a drought.
When your lawn is 8cm
long, start mowing regularly.
For the first mow of spring and
for new grass, keep the blades
as high as possible. Then
gradually lower the blades.
Do not mow when grass is wet
or during a drought.
For electric mowers, use a cir-
cuit breaker for your own safety
should you mow over the lead.
Use a half moon tool for cutting
the edges of newly laid turf and
existing lawns. Hold it vertically
against the side of a flat board
or against a garden line. Mark
curves with a hosepipe. Long-
handled edging shears can also
be used to neaten borders.
Raise the blades when mowing
in very hot weather.
Stop mowing once frosts start.
Make your lawn dense
and lush by feeding it twice a year

in spring and autumn.

Use a liquid lawn fertiliser

to minimise grass scorching

in very dry weather.

In autumn, use a garden fork
to create a series of holes to
aerate the lawn. Then sprinkle
in sand to create lasting
drainage channels.

Keep weeds at bay by
either hand weeding or applying
a selective weedkiller that kills
the weeds but not the grass. Moss
can be killed with a moss killer,
then raked out. Always follow
the instructions carefully.

Repair bare patches either with
turves or by re-seeding.

Never walk on frozen
or frost-covered grass. It causes
damage and can make the grass
susceptible to disease.

To avoid introducing diseases,
keep the grass clear of leaves
and debris with a springy rake.

To distribute grass seeds evenly,
fill a plastic flowerpot with

seed and shake seeds out of
the holes in the base.

Use a mask when sowing to
avoid breathing in the dust

that comes out of the seed.
Don’t collect your clippings
during dry spells to help
conserve moisture.



